Theme: “The Blessed Hope”

(1) The Coming of Jesus as a Baby:

Picture Mary, a virgin – can you imagine how frightened she was? Maybe she was confused, - and bewildered … who is this? Is this real? Am I worthy?

Jesus’ birth by a virgin was prophesied (Isaiah 7:14) – and, it was fulfilled (Luke 1:26 -31). Jesus left heaven and became a man – that is beyond our comprehension! But we are happy that it happened! By doing that, God humbled Himself beyond our comprehension!  As we wait for the Blessed Hope are we willing to humble ourselves?

(2) The good work of Christ:

Jesus performed many miracles when He was on earth and, in particular, miracles of healing. He had a mission. His mission was prophesied (Isaiah 61:1,2) – and, it was fulfilled (Jesus himself said – Luke 4:18,19).  As we await the Blessed Hope what are we to be doing? We are to work as Jesus worked!
(3) The Death of Christ:

We could speak of the physical nature of His death – how excruciating it was, (cont.) … but, today we must ask, what kind of death did He die? (2nd death).  So, what really killed Him? (our sins). Who killed Him? (I did, you did).

When Jesus died on the cross there were two thieves with Him – they represented every human being: One died in sin (thief on the left) and one died to sin (thief on the right) – and praise God, Jesus died for sin – for my sin … and yours!

 If Jesus had sinned His death would be in vain – in fact, the Godhead would be broken up! Can you imagine what the state of the Universe would be with a situation like that? That is the risk God took to redeem us (to redeem you and me)!

So, as we await the Blessed Hope we too must die! We too must be crucified!! (Galatians 2:20).

(4) The Resurrection of Christ:

Picture the power of the angel that rolled the stone away – the Roman guards fell “as dead men” (                           ) – Jesus had the power in Himself to come from the dead but He had ultimate humility, so, He waited on His Father! (“thy Father calleth thee”). The grave could not hold our Lord! – because He is the giver of life! He can give you life today – He can also give me life!

Luke-warmness has us all in a stupor (state of unconsciousness, daze, dream, trance, coma). Some of us are even worse – we are spiritually dead!  As we await the Blessed Hope we need to be resurrected! This is absolutely imperative!  Our eternal destiny depends on it!!

(5) The Ascension of Christ:

(Read) Acts 1:9 – 11.  Thank God! Jesus Christ is in heaven! PRAISE GOD!!  He did not stay down here. But what is He doing in heaven? (intercession -                        ). We have hope – because Jesus is standing on our behalf!  The Investigative Judgment is on in earnest  - but Jesus is ready, willing and able to save us, to purify us and make us ready – ready for heaven! (1 John 1:9).

Jesus said if he went – He would come again! (John 14:1-3).  The Bible tells us that He went; He is in heaven! 

As we await the Blessed Hope we need to turn our attention to where Jesus is!   Let us “look up, and lift up our heads” – “for our redemption draweth nigh!! 

(6) The Hope in His Second Coming:

The Godhead (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) promised that there would be a Savior, a Deliverer that would crush the head of the serpent, that old scoundrel, the devil! (Genesis 3:15).  

In Noah’s day - at the appointed time - the rain did fall, and the earth was destroyed by a catastrophic, worldwide deluge!

      Jesus was born on time–at the appointed time–as was prophesied! (                  ), He died - at the appointed time – (                      ), He was resurrected and ascended to heaven - at the appointed time!  He entered the Sanctuary in Heaven - at the appointed time!  JESUS IS COMING AGAIN!! At the appointed time!!! 

(1 Thess.4:16,17)

As we await the Blessed Hope we need to ask ourselves – am I ready?

Refer to The Ten Virgins.  (Read) Matthew 7:21 – 23.

As we await the Blessed Hope we must remember Jesus said – in Revelation 22:12 - “Behold I come quickly!” then, in Revelation 22:20 – He said, “Surely I come quickly”.
APPEAL

