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· Cognitive and emotional:  
· Boys have a tendency to internalize their emotions, while girls externalize them. 
· Boys express a smaller range of emotion or are unable to express their emotions, while some emotions are socially not accepted.

· Boys have a more difficult temperament, they express more anger. 
· Boys are more distant and do not allow intimacy as easily as girls. They are also less inclined to show intimacy with other boys because of homophobic norms. Girls have more empathy for relationships.
There is not full understanding as to the extent to which cognitive differences - in terms of spatial orientation and association linked to functionalities ascribed to the left and right brain - are biologically or socially determined. However, there is emerging evidence that boys do not perform as well in multi-tasking as girls. 
 
Further to the assessment of characteristics and differences between boys and girls, the workshop also addressed the following categories of behaviour:
 
· Behavioural patterns: Boys tend to take more risks and therefore are more often involved in risk behaviours than girls, although some participants argued that girls have more silent patterns of risk behaviours. Boys are also more involved in violent behaviours.
Often boys are seen as perpetrators of violence and if they are victims, it is more likely to be of physical than emotional or sexual violence. There seems to be more interest by boys in competition and hierarchy. Boys’ play is more competitive while girls are more cooperative.
Girls are more protected and at the same time there are more sanctions on girls’ behaviours.  Girls are also more disciplined at an earlier stage and possibly as a result show more pro-social behaviour.  Boys are more likely to be diagnosed with problem behaviour and referred for counselling or control.
 
· Social roles: Traditional roles assigned to boys and girls seem to apply in broad terms. In general, boys are part of the culture of the street, while girls learn through the culture of the house.
However, the roles of men and women in society are changing. Girls assume more roles including traditional male ones.  For boys, on the other hand, the type of accepted roles is still limited and they are thought to be less equipped for adopting multiple roles.
Boys’ role as primary income provider is eroding in many cultures, and yet earning an income for themselves and their family is important in their perception.  Some characterize this change as “less need for men” and this is linked to reducing opportunities for boys and increasing opportunities for girls. 
Along the same lines, boys’ behaviours are interesting to girls but not vice versa. Boys also have fewer role models than girls, because male role models are acceptable to both girls and boys while female role models are not acceptable to boys. 

 
· Family:   Boys are believed to be generally less connected to the family. While girls tend to be close to the mother, boys are more distant to the father.  Father is seen as a distant disciplinarian. There is a notion that men are “unsafe” around children, even fathers with their own children.
Overall, parents have more expectations of girls, and boys have more freedom. Boy preference was thought to be slowly diminishing.
 
Finally, the following characteristics were considered:
  

· Sexuality and marriage: While age at marriage is increasing in many societies, sexual initiation occurs more and more often, outside wedlock. In most places, boys initiate sexual intercourse earlier than girls. Sexual initiation is also more likely to occur among the peer group. 
While in girls sexual behaviour is associated with fear and guilt, in boys it is associated with manhood and triumph. Virginity is valued for girls but not for boys. In private, but not in public, boys admit to having fears and uncertainties with regard to sexuality.  While in many cultures homosexual behaviours for adults are not accepted, in adolescent boys they are often condoned as a generally time-limited issue. Homophobia is stronger in boys than in girls.
 
· School:  Several observations emerged: girls were said to drop out of school more, yet those who stay in school have higher achievement. In general, girls are improving relative to boys in science and maths. A growing percentage of girls continue their higher education, while in some countries this trend is reversed for boys. 
