Topic: Shake, Shake - are you in or are you out?
Worship Hymns: “O Day of Rest and Gladness” (382) / “It Is Well With My Soul” (531)  
Scripture Meditation: Rev. 12:11 “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.” 
Introduction:

Refer to the scripture meditation text…

Those who will overcome by the blood of the lamb would have first been washed in the blood of the lamb.
7:14   “And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”
That was in answer to two questions:

7:13   And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?  

(Brief account of the Great Lisbon Earthquake)

1st Part:
The earthquake was sudden – although it was prophesied the day nor hour no one knew.
A time is coming when there will be a shaking / a real earthquake in the church.

Of the Shaking of the Church the Prophetess (Ellen G. White) said:
As the praying ones continued their earnest cries, at times a ray of light from Jesus came to them, to encourage their hearts, and light up their countenances. Some, I saw, did not participate in this work of agonizing and pleading. They seemed indifferent and careless. They were not resisting the darkness around them, and it shut them in like a thick cloud. The angels of God left these, and went to the aid of the earnest, praying ones. I saw angels of God hasten to the assistance of all who were struggling with all their power to resist the evil angels, and trying to help themselves by calling upon God with perseverance. But His angels left those who made no effort to help themselves, and I lost sight of them. {CET 175.3}

But why this shaking? What caused it?

     I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen, and was shown that it would be caused by the straight testimony called forth by the counsel of the True Witness to the Laodiceans. This will have its effect upon the heart of the receiver, and will lead him to exalt the standard and pour forth the straight truth. Some will not bear this straight testimony. They will rise up against it, and this is what will cause a shaking among God's people. {CET 176.1} 

     I saw that the testimony of the True Witness has not been half heeded. The solemn testimony upon which the destiny of the church hangs has been lightly esteemed, if not entirely disregarded. This testimony must work deep repentance; all who truly receive it will obey it, and be purified. {CET 176.2} 

The True Witness:

Rev. 3:14   And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; 3:15   I know thy works (what are they?), that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.  
Jesus has the goods:

3:18   I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and [that] the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.  
Why is Jesus / the Faithful Witness doing this?

Rev. 3:19   As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent (i.e. repent of the works that we are doing). (good advice!) 

How many does He ask? 

Rev. 3:20   Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.  

What do the Overcomers receive?

Rev. 3:21   To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.  
(What an absolutely awesome privilege!) 
Continuing concerning the Shaking the Prophetess said:

My attention was then turned to the company I had seen, who were mightily shaken. I was shown those whom I had before seen weeping and praying in agony of spirit. The company of guardian angels around them had been doubled, and they were clothed with an armor from their head to their feet. They moved in exact order (that’s a phrase for “unity”!), like a company of soldiers. Their countenances expressed the severe conflict which they had endured, the agonizing struggle they had passed through. Yet their features, marked with severe internal anguish, now shone with the light and glory of heaven. (Why?) They had obtained the victory, and it called forth from them the deepest gratitude, and holy, sacred joy. {CET 176.3}
But, what follows is a sad case: (listen to this)
The numbers of this company had lessened. (Why?) Some had been shaken out and left by the way. The careless and indifferent (Remember who those were? Those who were not resisting the darkness around them), who did not join with those who prized victory and salvation enough to perseveringly plead and agonize for it, did not obtain it, and they were left behind in darkness (first the darkness was around them – and they did not resist it - then, they were left behind in darkness), and their places were immediately filled by others taking hold of the truth and coming into the ranks (and, maybe some of them thought they were irreplaceable! – as some of us think today!). Evil angels still pressed around them, but could have no power over them. {CET 177.1} (Christian Experience and Teachings) (Praise the Lord!!) (This message is for me / makes me shudder in my heart)
2nd Part (earthquake):

Many died while reveling / many others were in church. Many died in their sin – whether or not they were in or outside of church! (If being in church does not make you safe from physical destruction – the same applies … if you are not truly born again / wrapped up / tied up / tangled up in Jesus! The revelers died in their sins reveling…and the church goers died while observing and enjoying church services and ceremonies…with pomp and pride.
Reasons / Background Elements:

(Text: Matt. 25:24) “Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strowed: 25:25   And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, [there] thou hast [that is] thine. 25:26   His lord answered and said unto him, [Thou] wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strowed: 25:27   Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and [then] at my coming I should have received mine own with usury. 25:28   Take therefore the talent from him, and give [it] unto him which hath ten talents. 25:29   For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. 

The Prophetess said: He who refuses to impart that which he has received will at last find that he has nothing to give. He is consenting to a process that surely dwarfs and finally destroys the faculties of the soul.  {COL 364.1}
Let none suppose that they can live a life of selfishness, and then, having served their own interests, enter into the joy of their Lord. In the joy of unselfish love they could not participate. They would not be fitted for the heavenly courts. They could not appreciate the pure atmosphere of love that pervades heaven. The voices of the angels and the music of their harps would not satisfy them. To their minds the science of heaven would be as an enigma (mystery, riddle, puzzle).  {COL 364.2} (Christ Object Lessons)
In the great judgment day those who have not worked for Christ, those who have drifted along, carrying no responsibility, thinking of themselves, pleasing themselves, will be placed by the Judge of all the earth with those who did evil. They receive the same condemnation.  {COL 365.1}

Many who profess to be Christians neglect the claims of God, and yet they do not feel that in this there is any wrong. They know that the blasphemer, the murderer, the adulterer, deserves punishment; but as for them, they enjoy the services of religion. They love to hear the gospel preached, and therefore they think themselves Christians (Wow! What a statement!!). 
Though they have spent their lives in caring for themselves, they will be as much surprised as was the unfaithful servant in the parable to hear the sentence, "Take the talent from him." Like the Jews, they mistake the enjoyment of their blessings for the use they should make of them.  {COL 365.2}

(Talking about the great Lisbon earthquake?) There is another shake and another quake coming!
This time it will be the “Mother of all quakes”:

The precursors of this quake has already been seen and felt as recorded in history in the fulfillment of many prophecies! 

Rev. 6:12   And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake (The Great Lisbon Earthquake, 1 Nov. 1755); and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair (The Dark Day, May 19, 1780), and the moon became as blood (The same night of May 19, 1780); 6:13   And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind (The Great Meteoric Shower, Nov. 13, 1833).  

(All those have happened already / are in the past)
We are living between two texts!
Since the stars fell the Investigative Judgment began (Oct. 22, 1844)

The very next verse, Rev. 6:14 says: “And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. 6:15   And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; 6:16   And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 6:17   For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?  

That’s the question! 
Rev. 7:14 gives the answer!: “…they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes (they bought the white raiment from Jesus!), and made them white in the blood of the Lamb (Christ’s victory was made theirs!).  Praise the Lord!!  
The context of verse 14 is sweet!

7:9   After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; 7:10   And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 7:11   And all the angels stood round about the throne, and [about] the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, 7:12   Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, [be] unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 7:13   And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? 7:14   And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest.

6:10 -18  Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 6:11  Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 6:12   For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high [places]. 6:13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.  6:14   Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; 6:15   And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 6:16   Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 6:17   And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 6:18   Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;  
APPEAL:

So, what shape are you in? There will be a shake – then there will be a great earthquake – the heavens will be rolled back as a scroll! If it should happen now where would you be? Where would I be?
When He comes, where do you want to be? Do you want to be in the group that says:

Isaiah 25:9   “…Lo, this [is] our God; we have waited for him, and he will save us: this [is] the LORD; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”   
The choice is indeed yours.
Hymn:  531
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