SVSDAC


Topic: Seven Sins of Dying Churches
: With Emphasis on Witnessing!
Scripture Meditation:  Matt. 28: 18 – 20 18And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
Opening Hymn: The Church Has One Foundation - 348 



Closing Hymn: Watchman Blow the Gospel Trumpet - 368
Introduction: 

Refer to the scripture meditation text and make comment: (eg. Jesus has all the power we could possibly need – He will help us – He will tell us what to say – He will tell us who to go to … if we just let Him! If we just make ourselves available! Praise the Lord!)

So, what are the seven signs of a dying church? What is it we have to look for to know if our church is dying? What are the things that, when present is a sure sign that the church is dying?

(You know, we are going to be celebrating our 50th anniversary in August…that put us on the “risk of dying list” list already: We are told that older churches tend to just “go dead”)  

Sin #1: Doctrine Dilution (thinning or weakening) 
One of our consultants sat in a Bible study class of a church that had brought in our team for a long-term consultation relationship. He had been told that the class included some of the church’s strongest leaders. Much to his surprise, the entire Bible study was a debate on whether or not a non-Christian might go to heaven. After much argument, the conclusion was that God would indeed allow such a person into heaven.


… (that) church is in trouble! There’s little motivation for outreach and evangelism if other paths and other religions are equal to Christianity.


Ironically, in our survey of unchurched persons across America, we found that these non-Christians were much less likely to attend churches with weak doctrinal beliefs than those with strong ones. Amy, a 29-year-old unchurched person from Arizona (said): “Why should I waste my time in a place that does not have much certainty of belief. I can find plenty of uncertainty in the world.”

Jesus did not weaken the doctrines and the commandments – He strengthened them!

Message:  DO NOT DILUTE DOCTRINES WITH THE HOPE OF GETTING IN LARGE NUMBERS IN THE CHURCH! This will lead to the death of the church!

Sin #2: Loss of Evangelistic Passion (more on this later) Jesus was the greatest evangelist!

Sin #3: Failure to Be Relevant (appropriate, applicable, significant)
Unfortunately, many churches …are out of touch with the changing trends and values of today’s culture.


(On the other hand, the sad thing is that): Some churches … abandon many of the (basic / fundamental) truths of the faith in their quest (effort) to be relevant to the community they serve. But even more churches are woefully unaware of the realities, hopes and pains of those around us. Failure to be true to doctrines of the Christian faith leads to apostasy. Failure to understand the world in which we live and serve leads to irrelevancy (state of being irrelevant / inapplicable / unimportant).

Jesus met the people where they were / taught so they could all understand – His parables matched the peoples’ circumstances and spoke to each heart!
Message:  MAKE SURE THAT YOU ARE AWARE OF THE PROBLEMS THAT EXIST AROUND YOU. ENGAGE THE COMMUNITY…BUT DO NOT COMPROMISE YOUR PRINCIPLES / DOCTRINES WHILE DOING SO!  This will lead to the death of the church!

Sin #4: Few Outwardly Focused Ministries (Hold on to your seats for this one!)
In a recent survey of churches across America, we found that nearly 95% of the churches’ ministries were for the members alone. Indeed, many churches had no ministries for those outside the congregation. (What a sad state to be in. Look around at OUR CHURCH! Does it really have any Ministry for those who are NOT MEMBERS? THIS IS SERIOUS!!) (LORD, HELP US!!)
Many churches seem to exist only for themselves. While there certainly should be ministry available for church members, often the balance between external and internal ministries is heavily skewed (tilted, slanted, twisted) toward internal. 
When churches seek to care and minister only to their own, it’s a likely sign that decline (diminish, get weaker) is in motion and that death may be imminent (about to happen). (LORD, HELP US!!)

Jesus lived His life for others! And, He died for all!

Message:  THE MESSAGE HERE IS VERY CLEAR:  THE CHURCH NEED TO BE BALANCED IN ITS FOCUS AND MINISTRY IF IT IS TO “NOT DIE”.  THE CHURCH CANNOT BE JUST CONTENT WITH REACHING IN (because reaching in is not usually the problem!).

Sin #5: Conflict Over Personal Preferences 
Some of the more vicious internal battles in congregations today are not fights over defending the great truths of the Christian faith. Instead, members have conflict over their preferred worship style, the way a room is painted or carpeted, and the type of pulpit the preacher uses. Battles like these are sure signs that members are more concerned about their needs than the needs of the hurting and unchurched people who live and work next to them.
Jesus’ disciples back then quarreled and, we quarrel today (chiefly about being the greatest / trivial matters). But, Jesus was very focused on His mission!
Question: DOES THIS APPLY TO US HERE IN (                                               )?  

Sin #6: The Priority of Comfort 
A few years ago, my youngest son, Jess, was a high school senior on the football team. Because he gave so much of himself in the Friday night game, he often slept late on Saturdays. Around noon, he’d trudge down the stairs, turn on the television in the family room and collapse on the sofa.


One Saturday, I passed him as his extended body contorted (knotted, twisted, bent) on the sofa and noticed that my football player son was watching HGTV. Curious, I asked Jess why he was watching a home and gardening show. His response was classic—(what do you think he said?) “cause the remote is broken.”


Many churches are in definitive patterns of decline because church members simply will not move beyond their couches of comfort. It’s much easier to do things the way we’ve always done them, rather than to get uncomfortable in the world outside the walls of the church.

Jesus did the will of His Father. His personal comfort did not matter to Him (He said: “The Son of Man hath not where to lay His head”).
Message: Very clear in the last paragraph – nothing needs to be added! (Read the paragraph again!)

Sin #7: Biblical Illiteracy
Only 3% of churches in America have a planned method of instructing their members to learn the Bible in its entirety. While studying the Bible shouldn’t be limited to a church setting, it’s imperative that churches take the lead in these types of endeavors.

When only three of 100 churches even attempt to provide a way for their members to understand Genesis to Revelation, biblical illiteracy is likely to occur. And biblical illiteracy means that our churches may not be obedient to the calls of Scripture because they don’t know what the Bible says.
Jesus studied the Word of God diligently. He used “It is written” to overcome! (Matt. 4:4) 
Message: STUDY THE WORD OF GOD DILIGENTLY (CAREFULLY, THOROUGHLY) EVERYDAY! / AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE!
Emphasis on Evangelism:
Sin #2: Loss of Evangelistic Passion
It is no surprise that declining and dying churches have little evangelistic passion. In my January/February ’05 Outreach column, I highlighted one of the major reasons for evangelistic apathy (I am sure there are several): Many senior pastors either don’t have or have lost their evangelistic passion. Congregations tend to follow the passions and visions of those in key leadership positions, particularly the pastor. 

So, we should be witnessing:

1. Jesus and God are in the witnessing business!

John 5:36 But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 

John 5:37 And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. 

John 8:18 I am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent me beareth witness of me. 

John 18:37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. 

Acts 15:8 And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us; 
2. The disciples / Apostles were in the witnessing business!

Acts 4:33 And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. 

Acts 14:17 Nevertheless he left not himself without witness, in that he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness. 
3. The witnessing business did not start in the NT!

Acts 7:44 Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as he had appointed, speaking unto Moses, that he should make it according to the fashion that he had seen. 

Acts 10:43 To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.
4. Will our witness be always accepted?
John 3:11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. 

The Prophetess, Ellen g. White said:

     Upon the slothful servant the sentence was, "Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents." Here, as in the reward of the faithful worker, is indicated not merely the reward at the final judgment but the gradual process of retribution in this life. As in the natural, so in the spiritual world: every power unused will weaken and decay. Activity is the law of life; idleness is death. 
"The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal." 1 Cor. 12:7. Employed to bless others, his gifts increase. Shut up to self-serving they diminish, and are finally withdrawn. He who refuses to impart that which he has received will at last find that he has nothing to give. He is consenting to a process that surely dwarfs and finally destroys the faculties of the soul.  {COL 364.1}

     Let none suppose that they can live a life of selfishness, and then, having served their own interests, enter into the joy of their Lord. In the joy of unselfish love they could not participate. They would not be fitted for the heavenly courts.  {COL 364.2}

     In the great judgment day those who have not worked for Christ, those who have drifted along, carrying no responsibility, thinking of themselves, pleasing themselves, will be placed by the Judge of all the earth with those who did evil. They receive the same condemnation.  {COL 365.1}

     Many who profess to be Christians neglect the claims of God, and yet they do not feel that in this there is any wrong. 
Though they have spent their lives in caring for themselves, they will be as much surprised as was the unfaithful servant in the parable to hear the sentence, "Take the talent from him." {COL 365.2}

     Many who excuse themselves from Christian effort plead their inability for the work. But did God make them so incapable? No, never. This inability has been produced by their own inactivity and perpetuated by their deliberate choice. 
The continual misuse of their talents will effectually quench for them the Holy Spirit, which is the only light. {COL 365.3}

APPEAL: (Hymn: Watchman Blow the Gospel Trumpet – 368)
1. Do you want to be a witness? Do you want to join with God, Jesus, and the Apostles? If yes – please stand for prayer. 
2. If you have not yet accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour now is the time to do so! (He lived and died to save you! You must give up your life to His control!) The scripture says: 2 Cor. 6:2   (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now [is] the accepted time; behold, now [is] the day of salvation.)  
Pray to close.
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