July 2, 2005

Sermon Topic: 
“God Knows Those Who are His”

Theme Text: 

2 Timothy 2:19

“God has no other hands but ours, He has no feet but ours”

Is that statement really true? If it is true, in what sense is it true?

In order to encourage members to work for the Lord many a leader has used the following quote: “God has no other hands but ours, God has no other feet but ours”

Is this statement true? If it is true – in what sense?

The Book of Exodus Reveals:

God has a face –    33:20   “And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and live”.  God has a hand – 33:22   And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while I pass by: 3:23   And I will take away mine hand;  God has a back – 33:21   And the LORD said, Behold, [there is] a place by me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock:  and thou shalt see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen.  God has finger(s) – Exo. 31:18   And he gave unto Moses, when he had made an end of communing with him upon mount Sinai, two tables of testimony, tables of stone, written with the finger of God.  Deut.  9:10   And the LORD delivered unto me two tables of stone written with the finger of God; 

*Let’s just end it by saying … man was created in the IMAGE of God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) – Genesis 2:27. *
So, could God do the work of witnessing to others? Would God have any help? Would you help? What can you do to help? Is it an opportunity to help? Or is it a privilege?

Stories:

- Story of Donai … a shining being (an angel?) leads him into tithing, Sabbath-keeping and omission of unclean meat from his diet!  (Book – Souls Under Siege)

- Story of Witnessing Students … the commandments are seen in a dark room next door …shining bright … commandments reappears … with the Sabbath highlighted.

A Special Word to Mothers:

Mothers, the destiny of your children rests to a great extent in your hands. If you fail in duty, you may place them in Satan's ranks, and make them his agents to ruin other souls. Or your faithful discipline and godly example may lead them to Christ, and they in turn will influence others, and thus many souls may be saved through your instrumentality.  {AH 267.6}

The Bible says that God will “cut the work short” ("Though the number of children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved: for He will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness: because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth. And as Esaias said before, Except the Lord of Sabaoth had left us a seed, we had been as Sodoma and been made like unto Gomorrah."  {AA 379.1}). 

God has many miraculous ways to reach people that only eternity will reveal. However, we might have heard of a few ….

1. God speaks audibly to a man as he was about to shoot himself in the head –

2. A book is found on the seashore … soaked but still used powerfully by God …

3. Someone finds a Bible leaf another, a magazine … and is touched by the message it carries

4. The lamp that would not go out (no oil available … lamp stays lit for weeks – to end of crusade) 

5. Stories from VOM Magazine … 

6. A leaf from a Bible course found holding up a part of an old piano leads to the conversion of a soul … and eventually an entire family … after being there for decades! 

Question: Does God have to use us (each individual that is willing) to take the message of salvation to the world?  What do we do with Matthew 28:18 – 20? (Dwell upon a little)

We need to allow ourselves to be used by God / for God to change us – so we can live for Him:

John 4:24 (Are we true to God? Are we obedient to God?)

John 1:12 (We will be empowered)

John 14:15, 16 (Love is extremely important! It is shown by obedience.)

John 15:14 (Are you a friend of God?)

Rev. 22:12,14 (Do we really want to be happy?)

1 John 2:3-6, 9-11(2:3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.  

  2:4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.  

  2:5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. 2:6 (He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.)

Phil. 2:5 (Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus)

1 Pete 3:2-5 (3:2 While they behold your chaste conversation [coupled] with fear. 3:3 Whose adorning let it not be that outward [adorning] of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; 3:4   But [let it be] the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, [even the ornament] of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 3:5   For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands:)  

Exo. 33:3-6 (33:3 Unto a land flowing with milk and honey: for I will not go up in the midst of thee; for thou [art] a stiffnecked people: lest I consume thee in the way.  33:4 And when the people heard these evil tidings, they mourned: and no man did put on him his ornaments. 33:5 For the LORD had said unto Moses, Say unto the children of Israel, Ye [are] a stiffnecked people: I will come up into the midst of thee in a moment, and consume thee: therefore now put off thy ornaments from thee, that I may know what to do unto thee.  33:6 And the children of Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments by the mount Horeb.)  

1 Peter 3:3-5 (3:3 Whose adorning let it not be that outward [adorning] of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; 3:4 But [let it be] the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, [even the ornament] of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.  

  3:5 For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands)

Isa. 3:16 – 26 (3:16 Moreover the LORD saith, Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk with stretched forth necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing [as] they go, and making a tinkling with their feet:  3:17 Therefore the Lord will smite with a scab the crown of the head of the daughters of Zion, and the LORD will discover their secret parts. 3:18 In that day the Lord will take away the bravery of [their] tinkling ornaments [about their feet], and [their] cauls, and [their] round tires like the moon, 3:19 The chains, and the bracelets, and the mufflers, 3:20 The bonnets, and the ornaments of the legs, and the headbands, and the tablets, and the earrings, 3:21 The rings, and nose jewels, 3:22 The changeable suits of apparel, and the mantles, and the wimples, and the crisping pins, 3:23 The glasses, and the fine linen, and the hoods, and the veils. 3:24 And it shall come to pass, [that] instead of sweet smell there shall be stink; and instead of a girdle a rent; and instead of well set hair baldness; and instead of a stomacher a girding of sackcloth; [and] burning instead of beauty. 3:25 Thy men shall fall by the sword, and thy mighty in the war. 3:26 And her gates shall lament and mourn; and she [being] desolate shall sit upon the ground)  

Rev. 17:1-5 (17:1 And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will show unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: 17:2 With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. 17:3   So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 17:4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: 17:5 And upon her forehead [was] a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.)  

What does God want for us?

Isa. 61:1-3 (61:1   The spirit of the Lord GOD [is] upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to [them that are] bound; 61:2   To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; 61:3   To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.)  John 8:29 (And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.) John 13:17 (If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.)  

Psalm 40:8 (I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law [is] within my heart.) 2 Cor.5:17 (Therefore if any man [be] in Christ, [he is] a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.)

Closing:

When we follow Christ wholeheartedly; when we seek to do His will in taking the message of salvation to the masses, what will happen? (AA p.842.2)

Christ said of Himself, "Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword." Matthew 10:34. The Prince of Peace, He was yet the cause of division. He who came to proclaim glad tidings and to create hope and joy in the hearts of the children of men, opened a controversy that burns deep and arouses intense passion in the human heart. And He warns His followers, "In the world ye shall have tribulation." "They shall lay their hands on you, and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues, and into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for My name's sake." "Ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you shall they cause to be put to death." John 16:33; Luke 21:12, 16.  {AA 84.2}

     This prophecy has been fulfilled in a marked manner. Every indignity, reproach, and cruelty that Satan could instigate human hearts to devise, has been visited upon the followers of Jesus. And it will be again fulfilled in a marked manner; for the carnal heart is still at enmity with the law of 
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God, and will not be subject to its commands. The world is no more in harmony with the principles of Christ today than it was in the days of the apostles.  

The same hatred that prompted the cry, "Crucify Him! Crucify Him!" the same hatred that led to the persecution of the disciples, still works in the children of disobedience. The same spirit which in the Dark Ages consigned men and women to prison, to exile, and to death, which conceived the exquisite torture of the Inquisition, which planned and executed the Massacre of St. Bartholomew, and which kindled the fires of Smithfield, is still at work with malignant energy in unregenerate hearts. The history of truth has ever been the record of a struggle between right and wrong. The proclamation of the gospel has ever been carried forward in this world in the face of opposition, peril, loss, and suffering.  {AA 84.3} (A report in 2000 revealed that 165,000 Christians are being killed each year because of their witness for Jesus Christ – VOM Magazine) 

What was the strength of those who in the past have suffered persecution for Christ's sake? It was union with God the Father, union with the Holy Spirit, union with Christ. Reproach and persecution have separated many from earthly friends, but never from the love of Christ. Never is the tempest-tried soul more dearly loved by His Saviour than when he is suffering reproach for the truth's sake. "I will love him," Christ said, "and will manifest Myself to him." John 14:21. When for the truth's sake the believer stands at the bar of earthly tribunals, Christ stands by his side. When he is confined within prison walls, Christ manifests Himself to him and cheers his heart with His love. When he suffers death for Christ's sake, the Saviour says to him, They may kill the body, but they cannot hurt the soul. "Be of good cheer; I 
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have overcome the world." "Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness." John 16:33; Isaiah 41:10.  {AA 85.1}
(Scripture Meditation) The Lord knows those that are His. Does He know you as His? Does He know me as His? Are you really allowing God to use you? Am I really allowing God to use me? Do we really want Jesus to come? 

"Nevertheless, the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his." [2 TIM. 2:19.]
Are you God’s son? Are you His daughter? Do you want to be God’s son / God’s daughter today?

COME NOW.
