Title: “If My People…”
Scripture Meditation: 2 Chronicles 7:12 - 14
Opening Hymn: “Pass Me Not” - 569
Meditation Song: “Years of Time…”
Closing Song: “Lord, I’m Coming Home” - 296
Jesus is Coming Soon!

2 Chronicles 7:14:  “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”
if [if] (plural ifs) CORE MEANING: a conjunction used to indicate the circumstances that would have to exist in order for an event to happen. 

  You can come with us if you want to. 

Microsoft® Encarta® 2007. 
*“My people”: 
Q. Who are God’s people today? 
A. His true Remnant Church. Modern Israel. Those who accept Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord.
1. Rev.  12:17 And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.  

2. Rev. 14:12   Here is the patience of the saints: here [are] they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.
3. Gal.  3:29 And if ye [be] Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.
4. John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, [even] to them that believe on his name: 1:13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.  
5. 1 Pet. 2:7 Unto you therefore which believe [he is] precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,  

2:8   And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, [even to them] which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.  

2:9   But ye [are] a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 

2:10   Which in time past [were] not a people, but [are] now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.
* “Which are called by my name”
Which name? Moses asked God His name so he could tell the people when they asked and God replied: 
Exo. 3:14   And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. 3:15   And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this [is] my name for ever, and this [is] my memorial unto all generations.   
And, what is the characteristic of the I AM? (Exodus 34: 4 – 9) 
Exodus 34:4   And he hewed two tables of stone like unto the first; and Moses rose up early in the morning, and went up unto mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, and took in his hand the two tables of stone.  

34:5   And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD.  

34:6   And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth,  

34:7   Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear [the guilty]; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth [generation].  

34:8   And Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward the earth, and worshipped.  

34:9   And he said, If now I have found grace in thy sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I pray thee, go among us; for it [is] a stiffnecked people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for thine inheritance.  
The I AM continued through the life and work of Jesus:

When Jesus came to this earth he used the phrase “I am” in referring to himself and his many characteristics and the works He came to perform. Some examples of what He said or agreed to when spoken of Him: 

1. I am meek and lowly in heart: (Matt. 11:29)

2. I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. (Matt. 28:20)

3. I am…the Christ the Son of the Blessed (Mark 14:61, 62)

4. I am …the Son of man (Mark 14:61, 62)

5. I am among you as he that serveth. (Luke 22:27)

6. I am…the Son of God (Luke 22:70)
7. I am come in my Father's name, (John 5:43)

8. I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. (John 6:35)

9. I am the bread which came down from heaven. (John 6:41)

10. I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. (John 6:51)

11. I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.  (John 8:12)
12. I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world. (John 8:23)

13. I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; (John 9:39)  
14. I am the door of the sheep. (John 10:7)

15. I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, (John 10:9)

16. I am come that they might have life, and that they might have [it] more abundantly. (John 10:10)

17. I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. (John 10:11)

18. I am the good shepherd, and know my [sheep], and am known of mine. (John 10:14)
19. I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: (John 11:25)

20. I am…Master and Lord. (John 13:13)
21. I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. (John 14:6)
22. I [am] in the Father, and the Father in me: (John 14:10, 11)
23. I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. (John 15:1)
24. I am the vine, ye [are] the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. (John 15:5)
25. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. (John 17:16)
26. I am a king. (John 18:37)
Those who accept and follow Jesus Christ today are called Christians. If we are called by the name of Jesus, let us strive to be like Him – and bear and represent His name well! Jesus not only died for us – His living for us is just as important. He lived the example and offers us the power to be obedient.
* “Shall humble themselves”

We must be humble before the Lord:

What does the Bible teach on humility?
1. Gen. 18:2   And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he saw [them], he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground, (Abraham)
2. Micah 6:8   He hath showed thee, O man, what [is] good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?
3. 2 Chron. 34:27   Because thine heart was tender, and thou didst humble thyself before God, when thou heardest his words against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, and humbledst thyself before me, and didst rend thy clothes, and weep before me; I have even heard [thee] also, saith the LORD. (King Josiah / King of Judah)       

4. Psalm 9:12 When he maketh inquisition for blood, he remembereth them: he forgetteth not the cry of the humble.  
5. Psalm 10:17   LORD, thou hast heard the desire of the humble: thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt cause thine ear to hear: 
6. Prov. 29:23   A man's pride shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit.  
Maybe we will like it better if we humble ourselves before God, than for the Lord to do it…

REMEMBER PHARAOH!

Luke 14:11 (Jesus said)
For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.  
* “And pray”
Steps to Christ, chap. 11: “The Privilege of Prayer”.
“Why should the sons and daughters of God be reluctant to pray, when prayer is the key in the hand of faith to unlock heaven's storehouse, where are treasured p.95 the boundless resources of Omnipotence? Without unceasing prayer and diligent watching we are in danger of growing careless and of deviating from the right path. 
Jesus left us a model prayer (Matt. 6:9 – 13) and, we can learn a great deal from how Jesus prayed (for His disciples / for us) in John chapter 17.
Moreover, the Bible says: “Pray without ceasing.” (1 Thess. 5:17)

Jesus said: 

John 15:7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.  

John 15:16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and [that] your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.  
John 16:23 Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give [it] you.  
* “And seek my face”

Seek to obey the Lord…Jesus said: John 14:15: “If ye love me keep my commandments”.
* “Turn from their wicked ways”

We must turn from our sins. 1 John 1:7 – 9:  V. 7   But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. V. 8:   If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. V. 9   If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us [our] sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

Sins:

Unfair business practices, stubbornness, obeah, lying, stealing, lusting, adultery, coveting, fornication, homosexuality, bestiality, idol worship, etc.

2 Timothy 3:1 – 5   This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.  3:2   For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,  

3:3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,  3:4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 3:5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.
IF WE DO THESE THINGS GOD’S PROMISES ARE: HE WILL:
1. HEAR (from Heaven)
2. FORGIVE (their sin) 
3. HEAL (their land)
God is a promise keeper!

If / when God fulfils all these promises to us we have absolutely NOTHING to worry about! And we would have a place in His Kingdom!
APPEAL:

Do you want to be heard by God? Blessed, forgiven and healed by Him? 

Remember, once the conditions are met the fulfillment of the promises are sure.

Ask for show of hands and then stand…
