THERE IS NO NEED FOR FEAR

Scripture: When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, where they got into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them. A strong wind was blowing and the waters grew rough. When they had rowed three or three and a half miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were terrified. But he said to them, "It is I; don't be afraid." Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they were heading. John 6: 16-21 (NIV)


Dear Jesus: all of us are afraid at times. Help us to remember that with Jesus we have nothing to fear. Speak through me now I pray.  Amen.

I must confess that I use to be afraid of the dark; I was afraid of the dark. At the end of the day, when it was time to turn out the lights and go to bed, I wanted to know that I was not alone in the darkness. That is where my friend "Teddy" came to the rescue. Somehow, the darkness was not so frightening with "Teddy" in the bed with me.

Have you ever been afraid? Of course you have. We have all been afraid at some time or other. It is nothing to be ashamed of -- even adults are sometimes afraid. Some of us may be afraid of high places, some may be afraid of the water, some may be afraid of spiders, some, especially the ladies, may be afraid of lizards, but all of us are afraid of something.

One day, Jesus' disciples got into a boat and started to the other side of the lake. Before they got to the other side, it became dark. The wind started to blow and the water became very rough. 

The disciples were already beginning to be a bit afraid when they looked and saw someone coming toward them walking on the water! The Bible says that the disciples were terrified!

Then, they heard the voice of Jesus. He said, "It is I, do not be afraid." The Bible tells us that when they realized that it was Jesus, they were willing to invite him into the boat with them and they were no longer afraid.

When it comes to being afraid, we are all in the same boat. But when we invite Jesus into our boat, we have nothing to fear, seeing that we are not alone.  We just need to trust God.

The story of Abraham and Isaac is a story about trust. Abraham was Isaac's father.  Abraham and his wife Sarah had waited for many years for a son and Abraham loved Isaac more than anything in the world.  One day, God spoke to Abraham and told him to take Isaac up on a mountain and offer him as a sacrifice.  So Abraham took Isaac and they started up the mountain.  On the third day, Abraham told Isaac that they were going to build an altar and offer a sacrifice to God.  Isaac said to his father, "The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for the offering?"  Abraham answered Isaac and said, "God will provide the lamb."  When they reached on top of the mountain Abraham tied Isaac and placed him on the altar; he took a knife and was ready to kill his son when God called to him and told him not to harm the boy.  Then Abraham looked and saw a ram caught by his horns in the thicket (the bushes).  Abraham offered the ram as a sacrifice to God.  Abraham had faith in God and trusted in him completely.  And God provided the lamb, just as Abraham said he would.  

When we put our trust in God, He always provides!  Who do you trust? God wants us to be happy!

My daddy has a lot of keys on his key ring.  He has keys for our home, his car, for his office and so on.  Keys are very important to us, aren't they?  He has to take these keys with him wherever he goes.  They won't do him any good if they are lying on the dresser at home.  

God has given us keys that we need to take with us each day.  Oh, you won't find them on a key ring.   You will find them in the Bible.  They are keys to true happiness.

How would you like to have a key that would open a door so that you would never worry about what you are going to eat, or drink, or what you will wear?  Well, you do!  The Bible says you are not to worry about what you are going to eat or drink or what you will wear: "but seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you."  (Matthew 6:33).  The key is to seek God first, not things. 

How would you like to have a key that would open the door to the future so that you would know what to do and what choices to make?  You have it!  The Bible says, "In all your ways acknowledge Him and He will direct your path." (Proverbs 3:6).  The key is to always seek what God wants for your life, not what you want. 

How about a key that would open the door to anything your heart desires?  You have it!  The Bible says, "Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart" (Psalm 37:4).  The key is finding our happiness in God, not in things! 

Would you like to have a key that would open the door to a long and happy life?  You have it!  The Bible says, "Honor your father and mother so that you may live long on the land that God gives you" (Exodus 20:12).  The key is for us to obey God's law and, his law says: "obey your parents!" 

How would you like to have a key that would open a door so that you would never be afraid of the kidnappers, gunmen, lizards and rats?  You have it!  The Bibles says, “yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou (God) art with me” (Psalm 23:4). 

You see, God has given us the keys to happiness.  It's up to us to use them.  They are found in His Word and they won't do us much good lying on the coffee table at home.  We need to take them with us wherever we go.  

God loves us and he wants us to trust him, not by saying it but by illustrating it as Abraham did.  God wants us to experience his love.  If we would just open our hearts and accept him, he would be there to comfort us.  If God is with us we need not worry. 

Won’t you allow God in your lives today?  Jesus died so that we might live, won’t you make use of the opportunity while it is available?  If it is your desire to let God be a part of your lives, I ask that you stand; if you truly desire to allow God to give you all His keys, come down to the altar, so that we can pray for you.  Jesus is waiting to accept you and work marvelous things in your life; won’t you come to him today!

Elder Farquharson will now pray a special prayer for those who have come forward.
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