STAY PLUGGED IN AND TURNED ON

The Words from Our Mouth Show the Condition of Our Heart

Dear Lord, thank you for sending Jesus to be the Light of the world.  May we lift him up and let his light shine through us today. Amen

Do you ever forget to wash your hands before eating?  Yes, think that we all forget occasionally.  I am sure that it is a good thing to wash our hands before eating, but according to Jesus, there are some other things that are far more important.

The religious leaders during the time Jesus lived, were very concerned about cleanliness.  They had many religious laws and traditions, which they followed to make sure that nothing unclean went into their mouth.  One day, some of these religious leaders asked Jesus, why his disciples were not keeping their tradition, of washing their hands before they ate. (I guess Jesus’ disciples sometimes forgot like you and I sometimes do.)  Jesus answered these religious, leaders by telling them that what comes out of their mouth is more important than what they put into it.  He said that the words that come out of your mouth come from your heart and those words show whether you are clean or unclean – you may read that in Matthew 15:18.

I am sure that you have heard this saying – “ sticks and stones may break my bones, but words can never hurt me”.  That sounds nice, but it is just isn’t true.  Words can hurt.  We can all remember a time when we have been hurt by someone’s mean and hateful words.  God hears every word we say, and he knows every thought we have in our heart.  It is very important for us to be careful about the things we think and say, because hateful words come from an unclean heart.

Every day in a christian’s life is like playing a guitar.  You have to check every day to make sure that your life is in tune.  Every time you do something that makes God unhappy – that ‘s a sour note!  Maybe you fuss with your brother or sister – that’s a sour note!  Maybe you say something that isn’t true – that’s a sour note!  When you don’t obey your parents - that’s a sour note!  The Bible says in Proverbs 23:19, “Listen, my son, and be wise, and keep your heart on the right path”.  That means, you need to keep your heart in tune, and connected to God!

I am sure you all know the song, “This Little light of Mine”.  I want you to help me sing that song this morning.  While we sing it, I’m going to hold this light up and let it shine all around. _________________  I wonder what is wrong, my light isn’t shining!  Oh, here is the problem, my light wasn’t plugged in!  Let’s try again. _______________.  Well, I wonder what the problem is now?  Oh, here is the problem, my light wasn’t turned on!  Let’s try it one more time.   Good!

The Bible tells us that we should let our light shine.  Please turn your Bibles to Matt 5:16.  It reads,  “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your father which is in heaven”.  Before our light can shine, we must be plugged in and turned on.  We must be plugged in to God’s power supply and we must be turned on for Jesus.  When we invite Jesus into our heart, we have the power.  When we come to Church to worship and praise Him and study His Word, we get turned on for Jesus.  When we are plugged in and turned on, our light will shine.

Let’s get plugged in, Stay, plugged in, and keep our lights trimmed, and burning bright for Jesus.

