Over and Over Again 

(Scripture:  Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times seven".  Matthew 18:21-22)

Prayer:  Dear Jesus: Thank you for your love, and may we share your love with others; thank you for forgiving us so many times, may we also be forgiving to others.  As I speak now Lord, may your people be blessed,  Amen.
Just look at all of these pencils!  There are short pencils, long pencils, skinny pencils, and fat pencils.  There are yellow, red, black, and white pencils.  There are many different shapes, sizes, and colors of pencils but there is one thing that all of these pencils have in common.  The erasers are all used…some are completely worn off.  Do you know what that tells me?  It tells me that I make a lot of mistakes!  When I make a mistake, I erase it and start over, and over again, until I get it right!  I don't know why I keep these pencils, because as many mistakes as I make, a pencil without an eraser is pretty useless. 

These pencils remind me of people.  People come in all different sizes, shapes, and colors too, but we all have one thing in common, we all make mistakes!  We make a lot of mistakes.  That is why God sent Jesus to die on the cross -- to erase our mistakes!  When we do something wrong, we can ask God to forgive us and because of Jesus, He will erase our mistakes and we can start over again, and again, and again.  Unlike these pencils, God's eraser never wears out!  

Just as God forgives us over and over again, Jesus taught us that we should forgive other people over and over again. 

One day, Peter asked Jesus, "How many times should I forgive someone who sins against me?  Should I forgive him seven times?" (Matthew 18:21).  I imagine that Peter was pretty proud of himself for being willing to forgive someone seven times! 

Jesus answered, "Not seven times, but seventy times seven times!" (v. 22)

I think Jesus knew that if he said we should forgive seventy times seven we would never be able to keep count and we would forgive over, and over again, just as he forgives us.   In other words, ti would become a habit to forgive. Isn't that a good habit?

It doesn't matter if we are short or tall, skinny or fat, red, white, yellow, or black, we all need God's forgiveness.  We also need to remember that Jesus taught that we are to forgive others just as God forgives us. 

Electric lights are so common today that we never even give them a thought. If I was changing a light bulb and I dropped it and broke it, I wouldn't worry about it.  I would just go and get another one.  That hasn't always been true.

I heard a story about when Thomas Edison was working to invent this crazy contraption called a "light bulb."  It took a whole team of men working for twenty-four hours to put just one light bulb together.  The story goes that when Edison's team was finished with one light bulb, he gave it to a young boy to carry upstairs.  Step by step he carefully carried it, afraid that he might drop this priceless piece of work.  

You can probably guess what happened; the poor boy dropped the bulb at the top of the stairs.  It took the team of men twenty-four more hours to make another bulb.  Finally, tired and ready for a break, Edison was ready to have his bulb carried upstairs.  He gave it to the same young boy who dropped the first one. That's true forgiveness!  Mr. Edison gave the boy another chance! 
God offers that same kind of forgiveness.  He offers us forgiveness again and again…thank God!
Jesus told a story about a man who owned some land.  He planted some grapes on the land and then rented it to some other men to take care of it for him while he was away.
          When it came time to harvest the crop, the landowner sent some of his servants to collect his share of the harvest.  The men who had leased the land beat the man's servants and even killed one of them.  They refused to give the landowner what was due to him.
          A second time the landowner sent his servants to collect what was due to him.  Once again the servants were treated the same way.
          Finally, the landowner sent his, own, son to the tenants.  He thought surely they would listen to his own son.  But when they saw the son, they said, "This is the landowner's son, let's kill him and take his inheritance" (Matthew 21:38).
          Jesus asked the men listening to his story, "What do you think the landowner will do to those men?" "He will destroy those wicked men, and rent his land to someone else, who will give him his share of the fruit at harvest time" answered his listeners (verses 40 & 41). 

In this story that Jesus told, the landowner was God.  

God first sent men such as Noah, Moses, David, the prophet Isaiah, and others to tell the people of his love for them and to call them to turn from their wicked ways, but many would not listen. Finally, he sent His own Son, Jesus. You know what they did to him, don't you?  That's right, they crucified him!  God gave them a chance. He even gave them a second chance -- and a third.  But when they rejected His Son, that was their last chance. Jesus is our last chance too -- He is our only chance!  Forgiveness is a result of true love for God and our fellowmen.


Are you willing to forgive? If you are willing to forgive will you please stand? 

Now, let me ask you: Are you willing to accept God's forgiveness? Are you willing to accept Jesus Christ…God's Son? 

If you are could you please stand? (pause)   Let us pray…

Prayer:

Dear Jesus, we recognise that we all make mistakes; thank you for coming to erase those mistakes.  Help us to forgive others the same way you forgive us -- over, and over, and over again.  We praise your name, Amen.
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