GOD’S LOVE MAKES US SHINE LIKE NEW

(Scripture:  Psalm 51:7 "Wash me and I shall be whiter than snow."  

Ps 37:6 "And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday.")

Dear Jesus: We thank you for taking us here safely. We thank you for your unconditioned love. Use me now Lord as I speak your word to your people, I pray in Jesus' name.  Amen! 

This is one of my very favorite shirts.  My mommy gave me this shirt and the first time I wore it I received so many compliments on how pretty it was and how nice I looked that it immediately became one of my favorites.  Even though it is one of my favorites, I don't wear it anymore.  Do you know why?  Well, the second time I wore this shirt, I looked down and saw that I had spilled something on it.  I don't know what it was.  Maybe it was grapes, or ice cream, or coconut water.  I don't know, all I know is that there was this ugly stain on my new shirt.

Well, Mommy used everything she could think of to get that stain out.  She used vinegar and she tried a little bleach, and many other things, but nothing could remove the stain.  She even took my shirt to the cleaners.  They are stain specialists and I thought, "Surely they could get that stain out."  No luck.  When Mommy picked it up from the cleaners, the stain was still there.

We are a lot like this shirt.  (Hold up the shirt) Our lives become stained and dirty by sin and we aren't very pretty to look at.  Some people try a lot of things to clean up their lives.   Some think that if they will just go to church, they will get clean; but the stain is still there.  Some think that if they get baptized, they will be clean; but, getting baptized won't get the stain out either.

I may never get the stain out of my favorite shirt.  Perhaps it is hopeless.  However, it is not hopeless to get the stain out of our lives.    The love of Jesus can make it happen!   You see, the blood of Jesus, through his love for us, can wash away even the worst stains in our lives!  The Bible says in Psalm 51:7: "Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow."  Perhaps some of us here this evening have tried everything to get the stain out of our lives, but have we tried the only thing that will?  Have we tried Jesus?  God loves us so much He wants to make something beautiful of our lives - and he can,  It doesn’t matter how torn apart and ugly it may seem.

A little boy was telling his Grandma, one day, how everything was going wrong.  He was having school problems, family problems as well as health problems.  Meanwhile, Grandma was baking a cake.  She asked her grandson if he would like a snack; of  course, he said "yes".

“Here, have some cooking oil.”

“Yuck", said the boy.

“How about a couple of raw eggs?”

“Yucky Grandma!” 

Well, would you like some flour then? Or maybe baking soda?”

"Grandma those are all yucky!”

His grandma replied, yes, all those things seem bad all by themselves.  But, when they are put together in the right way and baked, they make a wonderfully delicious cake!

God works the same way.  Many times we wonder why he would let us go through such bad and difficult times.  But God knows that when He puts these things all in His order, they always work for good.  The Bible says in Romans 8:28: "And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God,."

You see, God loves us and he wants to help us. He wants to polish us and make us shine like new!…but we need to give him permission.  He sends us flowers in spring and the sun rises every morning.   Whenever you want to talk, he’ll listen. God is the Master Designer.  All you have to do is just give your life to Him and He will take all the bits and pieces of your life and make them into something beautiful and useful. 

Jesus is ready, willing and able to remove the stain of sin from our lives!

This is a vase that we use as a decoration piece in our home.  It is made of a material called ceramic.  As you can see it is bright, shiny, and very beautiful.  That isn't always the case.  When it is exposed to the air, it becomes dirty, dusty, and  tarnished.  That means that the bright look becomes dull and lifeless.   Look, here is a vase that has become tarnished … It is no longer very pretty to look at.  

When a vase becomes tarnished and dirty, we damp a clean, soft cloth and rub it.  Soon it will be shining like new!  (Demonstrate)

That same thing can happen in our lives!  When Jesus comes into our hearts, his light shines through us and our life is bright and beautiful.   But as we live from day to day we become exposed to all of the bad things in the world around us and our lives sometimes become tarnished by sin.  When that happens, our life no longer shine for Jesus, so we have to ask Jesus to clean us up and make us shine again.  The Bible tells us: "let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven."  Is your life shining as brightly as it once was, or do you need to ask Jesus to forgive you, polish you up, and make you shine like the morning sun?  If your life never shone before you can ask Jesus to help you to start now.


God is strong and mighty!  He could easily force us to do what He wants us to do, but He doesn’t do that.  Because he loves us so much, He has given us choices. He patiently waits for us to “give up” and give Him control.  Isn’t it time we said, “I give up!  I give up!” and let Him have control of our life?   We cannot make our lives what it ought to be on our own. We need God’s help.  His hands are reaching down to us; we just need to reach out and hold on.

If it is your desire to have God polish you up and make you shine like the morning sun, could you raise your hands?  Praise the Lord!  It is God’s desire that we are all pure and clean, bright and beautiful.  

All we need to do is to accept him into our lives and let his love fill us up. If you would like Jesus to fully control your life could you please stand?  

If your life has been tarnished, and you would like Jesus to make you clean again please stand as we pray.


Dear Lord,  some of us have become tarnished by the sin in the world. Our lives are dirty and need washing in your blood.  Tonight we ask you to forgive us, wash us, and polish us up so that we shine like new. Cover us with your blood and may all of us bowing before you feel your love and accept you totally as our personal Saviour and Lord.  Amen.
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