GOD CAN TURN FAILURES INTO SUCCESSES

(Scriptures:  Whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.  Matthew 21:22  Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you.  John 16:23)

Dear Jesus: Thank you for your love, thank you for your many blessings.  I pray that the words that I speak this evening will be a blessing to all who hear. Use me now dear Lord, Amen.

I have something tonight with which probably every one of you is familiar.  They are called Post-It Notes.  If you need to leave a note for someone, you can just write a note and stick it on their door.  If you need to remind yourself of something you have to do, just write a Post-It note and stick it up in a place where you will be sure to see it.  I have sticky notes all over my room to remind me of things I need to do.  We use Post-It notes at home to remind us to take out the trash, to go to the supermarket and to remind us to return an important telephone call.  I don't know how we ever got along before Post-It notes were invented.

The Post-It Note was invented by the 3M Company.  That is the same company that makes Scotch Tape.  The Post-It Note is one of their best selling products and one of their most successful products ever, but did you know that it got its start with a failure?  A scientist at 3M was working to try to improve the glue that they put on their tape so that it would stick better.  He came up with a new formula for glue, but the new glue didn't stick very well at all.  It would stick at first, but then it was very easily pulled off.  

He thought his new glue formula was a failure, but instead of throwing the formula in the trash, he decided to share it with others in the company and see if there might be some use for it.  A man named Art Fry started trying the new glue in different ways and finally he came up with the Post-It Note.  The rest is history!  What started out to be a big failure for 3M turned out to be one of their greatest successes. 

Sometimes the things we try to do in our lives don't turn out the way we thought they would.  We were trying to do what we thought was best for us, but it just didn't work.  When that happens, it is easy to just give up.  Instead of giving up, what we need to do is turn it over to someone else.  We need to turn it over to God!  The Bible says that we plan our course, but the Lord directs our steps.  Maybe we know where we want to go, but just can't seem to get there.  If we will just put our faith and trust in Jesus, and remember that he loves us…He will direct our steps.  He can turn our failures into successes.  

Every day we face problems in our life.  Some of them are easy problems like "What shall I wear to school or work tomorrow?" or "Should I have porridge or sandwich for breakfast?"  But sooner or later, we will have a problem that we just don't know how to solve.  We will need help.  Isn't it good to know that God is always there to help us solve those problems?  The Bible tells us that God is always there to help us in times of trouble.  All we have to do is pray and He will give us the answer. 

A lot of people go through life trying to do everything on their own.  They refuse to accept help from anyone and they certainly would never ask for help from anyone.  Do you ever act that way?  

Do you ever refuse to ask for help even when you really need it?  We all need help at times.  We need help from other people and we need help from God.  We can always count on God to help us if we will just ask!  The Bible says, "Whatever you ask for in prayer, believing, you will receive" (John 14:13).   Do you need something in your life today?  Will you be willing to pray and ask God for his help, or will you insist on doing it on your own?  What takes first place in your life?

Have you ever wanted something so badly that you would give just about anything to have it?  Tonight I am going to tell you a story about a little boy and a whistle. 

The little boy in the story is named Ben. His full name was Benjamin Franklin. Ben grew up to be one of the wisest men the world has ever known, but in our story today, he was a little boy who did something very foolish. 

When Ben was seven years old some of his friends gave him some money. It was quite a bit of money for a small boy. As Ben told it: "They filled my pockets with coppers." That is what they used to call coins. With his pockets full of money, Ben headed straight for a store where they sold toys. 

On the way to the store, he met a boy who had a whistle. Perhaps it was a whistle like this one that I have with me tonight (hold up whistle). When Ben heard the whistle, he liked the sound of it so much that he told the boy he would give him all of the money he had in his pockets if he would give him the whistle. The boy gave Ben the whistle and took the money. Ben headed for home and when he got there, he went all around the house playing his whistle. His brothers, sisters, and cousins asked Ben where he got the whistle and he told them that he had bought it with the money he had been given. 

They all started to laugh at Ben and make fun of him. They told him that he had paid four times as much as the whistle was worth. Ben was so hurt and felt so foolish that he began to cry, but he learned a lesson that day that he would remember for the rest of his life. From then on, whenever he saw someone who had made a foolish choice in life, he would say, "That man paid too much for his whistle!" 

Some persons want to be popular with a certain group. They may do things that they know are wrong because they think it will make them popular. They are paying too much for their whistle. 

Some persons want to be a winner more than anything. They are even willing to cheat if that's what it takes to win. They are paying too much for their whistle. 
Some persons think the most important thing in life is to have fun, so they spend all of their time spending and having fun, and they never have time for God. They are paying too much for their whistle. 
Is there something that you want so much that you are willing to do almost anything to get it?  Jesus once asked the question, "What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet loses his soul?" (Matthew 16:26). Are you paying too much for your whistle? 

Jesus wants to turn all your failures into successes. Do you want Him to do it for you? Please stand if this is your desire.

Prayer.  Dear Jesus: we don't want to pay too much for our whistle. Help us to give You first place in our lives.

Dear Jesus, we know that you love us, and you told us that when we ask the Father for something in your name, he will give it to us.  Help us to be willing to ask instead of trying to do everything on our own.  Help us to remember that with you all things are possible.  Help us to remember that you can turn our failures into successes.  Finally Lord, help us to put you fist in our lives.  Amen!
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