CAN YOU MEASURE GOD’S LOVE 

(Scripture:  "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life." John 3:16)

Dear Jesus: As I present your words this evening, I pray that you will send your Holy Spirit to help me and to speak through me, and may the congregation be blessed, in Jesus’ name I pray. Amen 

One of my favorite Bible verses begins, "For God so loved the world." I was thinking about this verse and wondering -- just how great is God's love and how could we measure it?  This Evening I brought several things that we often use in measuring other things. I thought they might help us measure God's love.

Sometimes we use a measuring cup to measure things. If I were making some cookies, I would use a measuring cup to make sure that I put in exactly the right amount of flour, sugar, and milk. I wonder if we might use a measuring cup to measure God's love? The Bible says, "The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.... my cup runneth over." (Psalm 23:1,5).  Well, if our cup runs over with God's love, I don't guess we could use a measuring cup to measure it.

If we were building something, we might use a tape measure to measure the length, width, and height of different things. 

I wonder if we might use a tape measure to measure God's love? The Bible tells us that God's love is higher than the heavens (Psalm 108:4).  If God's love is higher than the heavens, I don't think we could use a tape measure to measure it, could we?

We use a watch to measure time. There are probably some persons here this evening who will use their watch to measure how long my sermon will last. I wonder if we could use a watch to measure how long God's love will last. The Bible tells us that God's love is from everlasting to everlasting (Psalm 103:17).  Wow!   If God's love is from everlasting to everlasting, I don't guess we could measure it with a watch!

"For God so loved the world, that he gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life." How do you measure a love like that? We can't measure it -- we don't need to -- but we do need to experience it.


Did you know that Jesus weeps with his children? 

I have a little bottle that I call "My Tears Bottle."  These aren't real tears, it is just water, but it reminds me of the times that I have cried real tears (hold up bottle).  In Psalm 56:8, the psalmist asks God to keep his tears in a bottle.  Now, I don't know that God keeps our tears in a bottle like this one, but I do believe that He sees our tears and hears us when we cry.

Do you ever cry?  Of course you do.  Even you big men sometimes cry -- even though you were told that "big boys don't cry."  

I made a list of some things that make us cry.  Have you ever fallen off your bicycle and hurt yourself so badly that you cried? Have you ever slipped and fallen while carrying your lunch in the school canteen, and though you weren't hurt, you were so embarrassed that you cried?  Have you ever moved to a new school where you didn't know anyone and you were so lonely that you cried?  Has anyone ever said something mean and hurt your feelings so badly that you cried?  Have you ever had a friend that was crying, so you just cried along with them?  I think that we all could answer, "yes" to at least one of these questions.  We all cry, don't we?
Well, Jesus cried too.  The shortest verse in the entire Bible says, "Jesus wept" (John 11:35).  I know of at least three things that made Jesus cry:  

(1) The Bible tells us that Jesus cried when he prayed for others.  It says, "He offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears."  Hebrews 5:7 

(2) The Bible also tells us that Jesus cried when he saw people who were missing out on what God wanted for them.  It says, as he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, "If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace -- but now it is hidden from your eyes."  Luke 19:41-42  

(3) The Bible tells us that Jesus cried when he saw friends who were hurting.  It says that when he saw Mary weeping because her brother had died, he cried too.  John 11:33-35

I am glad that we have a Savior who weeps.  I am glad that he loves us so much that he hurts when we are hurting.  

God loves us so much that he gave his only son to die for us.  Jesus loves us so much that he accepted the invitation to die…and died for us.  What more could we ask for?  All God asks of us is to give our hearts to him so that we can have life forever when he comes…if we do this his death won’t be in vain.

If it is your desire this evening to accept God’s immeasurable love, please stand. (Pause - look around the congregation) 

And If it is your desire to love God beyond all measure and to serve him, please come forward to the altar so that we can pray for you.

If it is your desire to make it to God’s kingdom when he comes…please come forward.  Please do not let God’s death for us be in vain.  He loves me and he loves you with an everlasting love.  He wants to save us all.  

Will you come forward for Jesus tonight? (Wait for all to reach altar)

Prayer:

Dear Jesus, it is comforting to know that when we cry, you cry with us.  But it is even more comforting to know that one day we will be in heaven with you.  Lord, help us to understand how wide, how long, how high, and how deep your love for us really is; help us to experience it.  Dear Jesus I pray for all those who came forward tonight, may you send your Holy Spirit to be with them, and give them the strength that they need to say no to Satan and yes to you.  Lord we thank you for your love -- a love so great that you gave your one and only Son so that we can have eternal life. May your love continue to abide with us I pray, Amen.
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