SHOW AND TELL

Dear Lord, thank you for the privilege of prayer.  Help us to remember that you are always there when we need to talk to you, speak through me now I pray. Amen.

How do people get their news today? People get their news in many different ways.  For some, the newspaper is the main source for news and they read it from cover to cover.  Some may get their news from the radio.  Probably, the main way that people get the news today is from the television.  It doesn’t matter how we get our news, it is important for us to know what is going on in the world around us.

Did you know that Jesus himself was in the news business?  The Bible says that Jesus went into Galilee proclaiming the good news of God.  Listen to what he said, “ The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news.” Mark 1:14-15.  Jesus wanted everyone to know the good news of God’s love for them.

How do people get the good news of God’s love today?  Some may get it from newspapers, radio or television.  Some may come to church and hear about God’s love.  But the best way to spread the good news of God’s love is the same today as it was in Jesus’ day.  The best way is for you and me to tell others about it!

You and I should be like the newsboy standing on the street corner crying out, Gleaner! Gleaner!  The kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news … god loves you.

The Bible tells is about a man named John who loved to “show and tell” others about Jesus.  The Bible says that one day John was standing with a group of people when he saw Jesus coming.  He said, “look, the lamb of God, who takes away he sin of the world! I have seen him and I tell you that this is the Son of God” (John 1:29).   Because John loved to show and tell others, many people came to know about Jesus and follow him.  It is important for you and I to show and tell others about Jesus too.  We can show others about Jesus by doing the things that Jesus taught us to do – things like loving one another and being helpful and kind.  Then people will see the light and know that we are plugged in and turned on for Jesus. 

The other day, my mother came home and told me about some new cookies she had eaten, called “Chocolate Cream Oreos”.  She told me that they so delicious, she wanted me to try one.  And so she offered me one.

Mmmmm!, they  were good! They were so good that I couldn’t wait to tell my friends about them.  In fact, I took some and shared with my friends.

Have you ever found something so good that you couldn’t wait to share it with a friend?  When we find something really good; we share it with our friends.  Shouldn’t we be even more anxious to tell our friends about Jesus?

Everywhere I go these days, I see people talking on the phone.  I see people driving down the street talking on the phone.  I see people shopping in stores talking on the phone.  I see the children playing games on the cellular phone. Cell phones are handy though, because we can call our friends and family no matter where we are.  We can use the phones to tell others about Jesus.

Prayer is like the cell phone.  It doesn’t matter where we are, or what we are doing, we can always talk to God.  While we are driving down the street, shopping in a store, or at a cricket match – It doesn’t matter where we are, we can talk to God, we can power-up to shine brighter for Jesus.

Matthew 28: 18-20 says, “ Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in he name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.

Have you ever given a party?  Have you ever been invited to a party?  The first step in planning and having a party is to decide what kind of party you will have.  Next you decide who is going to be invited and you send invitations to all of the people that you want to come to your party.  

Well! Did you know that Jesus has sent an invitation?  His invitation says, “Come! whosoever is thirsty, let him come; and let him take the free gift of the water of life.”  Jesus has also decided who is to be invited.  Everyone is invited!  The invitation is addressed to “whoever wishes to come”.  Now it is time to deliver the invitation.  Do you know whom Jesus has chosen to deliver the invitation?  You and me!  In the Bible, He told us to go everywhere and tell everyone about his love for them! Jesus has sent the invitation, and he has given the job of delivering it to you and to me.  Busy or not, rain or shine – we must deliver the message before it’s too late.  

God is calling us today to reflect Jesus in all that we do and say, to be his Toolbox and to show and tell others about his love.  Will you accept his bidding to today, to rise and shine and deliver his invitation?  If this is your will today, please stand?

God wants us to plug into him and receive the power that he has in store for us so that we can shine as children of our soon coming king.

Prayer:  Dear Jesus, we thank you that you love us and have invited us to come unto you. Nothing can compare to the Good News of Jesus.  Help us to share this news.  Help us to use the gifts that you have given us to help others to find you. Help us to stay connected to you so that our lights will always be shining for you, in Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen 

